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faleakala
Ranch

celebrating

149 years

Exhibit documents the history
of a ‘community institution’

By CHRIS SUGIDONO, Sttt Vritar

Hnb::nkala Ranch Ca , with its onigins dating

ok o the Hawaban monarchy, will cele-
brate its 1 25th anneversary with an exhibat that in-
chodes hand-woven ramiuide bariars and taditonal
boots wom by s original Spenish-traired “panio
" amboys

“I haven't soen it compictod yet, as is still a
work m peogress,” said ranch President Don
Young in a phone mterview Last week. “But | be
lieve it's going o be a combination of bistorical
artifncts, phoka boards and displiys thal will ches-
acterize the food of some of the mnch property

“I"'m anxious to sec it, and I'm sure it will be
wedl done.”

The exhibiat opens Wday in the History Room
of the Main House at the Hui No'cau Visual Arts
Cepger in Makawao. Hours are the same as the
ats center, 10 am. o4 pm. Monday through
Friday. Admission is free,

Ranch officials bope to keep itopen foe ot Jeast
a year, und “possibly longer.” said Tent Freitas
Gomn, who ussists the ranch with community
relations,

“It's been well over 4 vear's woth of woek to
puil all of this information together,” she sad.
“Bemng from Maui and being sware of the ranch

o dtwase'tuntid 1 got involved and helped goth-
er everything that [ fully understood the coenmit-
ment the Family imd mnch has had to the commu-
nity, | really have u newfound appecciation of
wihiat it takes to nen & ranch of thal magnode

“Those scenic moutes up to Haleakala wouldn't
exist without the ranch’s commitment o caring
for the land.™ sho sail.

Along with old cowboy boots and rawhides,
Gonman said. the saddie used by Samuel A Bald-
win — one of the founders af the ranch along
wilh his beother, Hary AL Baldwin - will be on
disploy, 0 well as @ radn gouge more than 100
years okd, She said the exhibit also will inchnde
many photographs and & timelime that tells the
ranch’s history,

On Sept, 1, 1888, Halcaknla Ranch was incoe-
porated m the K gdom of Hawshl under the reign
of King David Kalakma, according 10 & news re-
kasc by ®e ranch.

Heary Perrine Badwin, co-founder of Alexan-
der & Baldwin, was oee of #5 orgmal sharehald
ers in 1890 and bought 33,817 acres that nclud-
od Heleakaks Orater. Six years later, the rench
openad Maui's first local dairy, followed by hir
ing its first ranch mamager, Louss von Tempsky,
who ssanted poko on the sland w1900,

Owver the meat decade, the ramch  plinte)

Ranch hands relax on the steps of a residence in the early 1900s at Haleakala Ranch

HAHRRY A. BALDWIN

10,000 trees mnd voluntarilly fenced 7,000 ares
s “forest reserve 10 preserve ranfall pasenss and
protect watershods,” the release said. It aiso said
the ramch and Ralph Hosmer, kaoven as the state’s
fird termitorial forester, “mstulled experimental
timber tree plantings” that cam still be found w
Hoamer Grove.

As the ranch moved o the 20th century, Har
1y Baldwin became the randh’s finst president,
whie his brother, Samuel, succeedexd von Teenp-
sky as ranch masager. The two sons of Hewey Pers
rine Baldwin quickly began to grow pmsapple for
then-Califormia Packing Comp. — now, Del
Monte Foods — and consolidated their owner-
shipin 1925,

According to Goemum, the brothess are “crodit-
el with building the mnch into the endunng coem-
ity institon i s loday,”

SAMUEL A. BALDWIN

Thelr effocts proved to be most evident two
years later, when the Temsary of Hawak acquarcd
Haleakala Crager from the ranch. in ceder 1o cocate
Haleakala Nasanal Pk

“Few people realize the ranch ence owned
moce than 50 percent of tae land that is now the
naticnal park.” Young said of the ranch that re
cebvedd land st Kamaole and Kihel in exchimge for
the orater. “But the famuly always seppoeted (he
creation of the national park. They always under
stood the special nature of Haleskal

As oo of thelr finol acts. the brochers decided
o Spin pincapple operations o Maui Pineapple
Co. which kster became a subsidiary of Maui
Land & Pineapple Co. belore shutting down in
2009,

After their deaths in the 19405 and "50s, the

See RANCH on Page A3



Ranch

" Continuad from Page A1

Baldwin brothers were succeeded by other man-
agees, and dalry operdtions separated from the
rancl

By the 19705, the ranch suffered from ex-
tended drought conditions and loss of cattke,
During that time, Samuel Baldwin's son, Man-
duke, who became ranch presicdent in 1968 af
fer J. Walter Caareron, wiss succeedid by his
soe, Peter D. Baldwin,

The Iatest Baldwin would preside over the
ranch for nearly 25 years befose retiring and
handing it to the first person outsice the Bald
win famdly: Willard “Buzz™ Sthaka
I In his e, Sthaka ked e mnch 1o become a

merber of Maul Cazle Co. LLC and joised the
Leeward Watershed Partnesship to “help profect
43,000 acres of land fraom Mukawao through
Ulupalakiz %0 Kaspo,” the release said

His time would be short, though, &8 Young,
another Baldwim fanuly outsider, woald take
over i 2006,

With more than 160 descendants on the
Baldwin family tree, ane member remains cm-
ployed by the rascl: Scoet McKay.

The ranch hand and greamt-grandson of
Samuel Baldwin grew up in Olinds, next door
0 e rancis.

“I defimitcly grew up on the ranch,” McKay
said. “I's always been & plessure and privilege
of mame 2o po up there as a kid ™

McKay, who was a tandscaper before joining
he rnch Four years ago, said for 2 tme he “al-
warys wanted to work for the ranch,”

“Whea an opportunity Came, | was fotunate
10 et & job that opened up.” he said. “There's oo
mdm Just for being family; you 2ot to eam

' lhdln,. horses and herding cattle that span

over five generations, McKay said he wis
thankful (o be considesad a cowbay o e ranch.

“Walking through the stables (that ire) about
100 yoars 03 — It's prefry cool 1o think about
all thy guys that have been here befare vou and
all their haed work Is why it's still here,” he sad.
“1 consider it an homoe 1o work for Haleaka s
Ranch.”

Undike McKay, the manve Canadian Young
wis far from faenely aed remembess bemg of -
feredd the position as preslent following Stis-
Kin's retmement

“They were lookbng Tor someaone 10 succead
him, & T appeased 1o be a fit,” he said. “Tt wiss
atually very simular to the core values the
' (Baldwn) family bas as Mani Land & Pave (lus
o previous employer) has. 1 Sound it suther . . . fa-
miliar, 5o the trunsition wus relatively cusy."

Young however, specialized in fimince and
general munigemnent, and remembers the duly
operations of his new b to be different

“I badd no rueching tackground,” he said,
“But Juckily they had Scott (Meidell, general
rsuager) and Greg (Friel, vice pressdent of live-
stock ) here because they bad the ranching ex-
perese.”

A cowboy ropes a calf for branding arcund the lum of the century al Hakakalka Ranch.
The ranch = celebrating its 1251h annversary with a historical exhibe: that opers loday n
the History Room of the Main House at the =ui No'eau Visual Arts Center in Makawao.
Admission is free, and the exhibit is opan from 10 am. .o 4 p.m.

Meidell, who worked at Mmi Land &
Pincapple Co. for |5 years as a Sorestry lechni
cian before soining the minch, spent |1 of those
yews o the Puu Kukul Watershed, where be
came i coatact with the ranchy

Working with the Nature Conservatory of
Hawaii, the Oubo native suid be was “some what
familiar™ with the hissory of the ranch, but *“very
cognizant” of &s efforts toward forest proec-
tioe, such as its work with the watesshed.

“Simce 1983, when the ranch signed a con-
servarion casement of mane than 5.2 00 acres of
rather pristie minforest . . they have conveyed
managerwol nghs and responsibalities 1o as o
gaization with the comsmbment and expertise
10 00 that type of work.™ he sakd of the rsch’s
aoliaboruticn with the comservalory over (he
witlershed, “Simce that time, the conservatory
has done a tremendous job, which in tum has
nad 2 good overull impact oo the watershed,

“To this iy, the ranch contimxes to kak for
those types of initiatives."”

When Meidell was approached about joaming
the runch, he sxid it was alrady “well-known
withan the nature con

“Tr wats very altnactive & e hecasse that's
how things are geared in my hesst,” he said of
the job opening. “Il was a natura] progression
{for me) to come to the ranch, and it’s been a
very rich opportunsty,”

The mnch's buest efforts in land conservition
include battling invasive species such & Axis
deer, porse mnd Madagascan fircweed — all of
which have compounded a severr drooght that
Mai has endured for the last seven veass, Mei-
dell said.

However, “in our 125-vear history, this is
certainty not the first or woest we'veen-
dured.” be sabd. “ln the anmals of our histoey,
I'm sure the Great Depression and other difti
cult times prabedly seermed pretly daunting 1o
those sittmg in these chars.”

In tespoase o e vanous issocs and steady
decrease in ranch livestock, Young bas intrm
duced biological control measures o combat
the invisive species, and has added other busi-
ness ventures %o produce additicaal revenoe.,
These include licenses with toumsm companees
like Skyline Eco Adventures aod laxd leuses to
agncultural businesses.

"Despite the challenges, 1 think we're confi-
dent that the ranch will not only be here, but
contimee 10 be successtul — and mching and
livestock will very much be a paet of tha”
Young said. ““The outlook is exmemedy positive,
2x! we're escited K continee for the next 125
years.”

B Chris Supidon can be reached ai cougidony
A anareinens. come



